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Mission Statement
To identify and secure treatment
for unmet vision and health needs
that impede a child’s ability to
reach their full potential in school
and in life.

Vision Statement
For every child to access the
vision and health services that
they need.
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President’s Message

We are proud of what we have accomplished together, and we are
even more optimistic about the future.
Sight Savers America has made a profound difference in the lives of children since 1997. We started with the
basic principal that every child in need of eye care should actually receive it. It seems so simple, yet, at that time
there were relatively few annual vision screenings and no case managed follow-up care, so most children identified as needing eye care never made it to an eye care provider. We closed that gap once and for all.
In an effort to never lose sight of the whole child our mission has expanded. The Sight Savers America mission is to identify and secure treatment for the unmet vision and health needs that impede a child’s ability to
succeed in school and life. Over the years, we have grown from an organization that served 11 children in our
first year to one that now serves over 60,000 children each year. We serve children through our four unique
programs:
*Children’s Eye Care Network has provided follow-up eye care to over 375,000 children (30,000/year) in 3 states,
far more than any other program in the country. Our unique database provides measureable outcomes for
every single child.
*I Can See Now is the only program in the country working on a statewide or multistate level that purchases
high tech vision aids for children with severe visual impairment. We partner with local organizations to serve
children in 10 states.
*Vision Check uses a state of the art Plusoptix auto refractor to provide vision screenings to 12,000 children in
AL and MS each year. This device captures refraction data in one second and those children failing the screening are entered immediately into our database to receive follow-up eye care.
*KidCheck Plus is the only statewide, school-based comprehensive health screening program in the country,
serving 20,000 students in AL each year. We utilize wireless technology and a customized database to provide
quality health screenings and coordinate follow-up health care services.
Sight Savers America operates with a Board of Directors and a staff of 32 from our headquarters in Birmingham, Alabama. Our dramatic growth has been the result of numerous individuals and organizations. The leadership and dedication of Board members, the compassion and productivity of our staff, and the collaboration
of our medical and community partners has allowed us to grow throughout Alabama and beyond to become a
national model.
We are blessed to have the generous support of corporations, foundations, state governments and individual
donors who believe in our work. We eagerly look forward to the next several years as we strengthen and
diversify our funding sources. We are excited about our 2nd Annual Hero for Sight Luncheon on March 5, 2015
as a way to recognize those who have helped further our goals and to share our mission with many of the most
prominent and influential individuals and organizations in Alabama’s eye care and business communities.
We are proud of what we have accomplished together, and we are even more optimistic about the future.

Jeff Haddox
President/CEO & Founder
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Inaugural Event
Sight Savers America Hero For Sight Luncheon and Tribute Wall Installation

On March 6, 2014, Sight Savers America
held a special celebration to honor
individuals, partnerships and organizations
whose impact on children’s eye care in the
state of Alabama has been both lasting and
profound. Sight Savers America presented
the inaugural Hall W. Thompson Hero For
Sight Award at a luncheon, reflecting on
our 16 years of service to the children of
Alabama.
The award is named the Hall W. Thompson
Hero For Sight Award in honor of Hall’s
legacy of supporting children’s eye care
in Alabama. Hall was a board member of
Sight Savers America and was instrumental
in helping our organization expand to
serve children in all 67 Alabama counties.
Through the work of our organization,
Alabama is now a national model for
children’s eye care.
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The inaugural Hall W. Thompson Hero For
Sight Award was presented to Songs for
Sight for the organization’s unique collaboration and tireless devotion to building
awareness around the issue of children
with severe visual impairment. Songs for
Sight, through an innovative partnership
between Alie B. Gorrie and her parents,
The EyeSight Foundation of Alabama and
the UAB Center for Low Vision Rehabilitation in the Department of Ophthalmology, funds research, assistive technology,
mobility training and coordinates support
groups for children with severe visual
impairment.

On June 4, 2014, Sight Savers America
and UAB Callahan Eye Hospital unveiled
a twenty-five-foot long tribute wall that
will be the permanent home of the Sight
Savers America Hall W. Thompson Hero
For Sight Award. The wall is located on
the first floor lobby of the UAB Callahan
Eye Hospital. The tribute wall includes the
original painting, along with four individual
plaques that provide an overview of Sight
Savers America, an explanation of Hall W.
Thompson’s legacy, information on the
current award recipient and commissioned
artist, and a listing of the annual award
recipients.

Sight Savers America commemorated
this inaugural award through a painting
entitled “Insight,” created by Jeff Hanson,
an internationally known artist who
has overcome his own severe visual
impairment to create brilliant artwork.

The 2nd annual Hero For Sight Luncheon
will be held on March 5, 2015 at 11:30am
at B & A Warehouse in Birmingham.

Financial Overview
Below is the financial overview for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2014. Sight Savers America prepares its financial statements on
the modified cash basis of accounting.

Fee
for Service

Grants

In-Kind
Contributions

Cash
Contributions

Special Events
Proceeds

Net Gain
on Investments

$9,593

$26,158

$103,610

$76,651

$467,377

$1,666,992

$481,885

REVENUE $2,832,266

Other

EXPENSES $2,887,042
$494,611

Supporting Services

$2,392,431

Program Services
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Children’s Eye Care Network
Children identified to be in need of eye care are
referred to Sight Savers America’s Children’s Eye Care
Network. We provide individual case-managed services from the initial dilated eye examination to the final
treatment, settling for no less than each child obtaining his or her best possible vision. Since Sight Savers
America’s inception, more than 375,000 children
have received comprehensive eye exams, eyeglasses,
medications, surgeries and case-management support
via our Children’s Eye Care Network. We work closely
with optometrists and ophthalmologists throughout
Alabama and other states. We also have numerous
collaborative projects with UAB Department of Ophthalmology, UAB School of Optometry and numerous
other organizations.
We provide follow-up care for every child failing the
State of Alabama’s public school vision screenings
in grades K/2/4, every child who fails a Focus First
preschool vision screening in day care and Head Start
programs and almost all children vision screened by
other community organizations in Alabama. We also
case manage the follow-up eye care for the State of
Mississippi’s public school kindergarten vision screenings, schools in Fulton Co, Georgia and preschools in
Memphis, Tennessee.
When vision needs are addressed throughout
childhood, we know that reading scores increase,
classroom performance improves, graduation rates increase and children become more productive citizens
in adulthood. Our network of over 650 volunteer
eye care professionals provides the eye care services needed by these children, ending the cycle of
neglected eye care.
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Referrals
Children are referred to our Children’s Eye Care Network from a variety of
sources:
• All children failing a vision screening from
o Alabama State Dept. of Education K,2,4 vision screening program
o Mississippi Dept. of Education kindergarten vision screening program
o Focus First preschool vision screening program
o Sight Savers America’s KidCheck Plus and Vision Check programs
o Cahaba Valley Healthcare program
o United Way Success by Six program
• Parents, teachers, school administrators
• UAB School of Optometry
• Health care providers
• Lions Clubs
• Other community organizations

Our Rural Eye Clinics
In rural and underserved areas of our state, significant barriers prevent families
from accessing eye care, such as the lack of eye care professionals, inadequate
transportation, lack of awareness, and other socioeconomic issues. Sight
Savers America’s rural eye clinics work to remove these barriers and provide
children with improved access to eye care services that are critical to their
educational development and overall wellbeing. Sight Savers America targets
our efforts by providing annual eye clinics in rural and underserved areas of
Alabama where no other eye care is available. Many children attend our annual
Hale and Perry County eye clinics on a yearly basis for dilated eye exams and
glasses; these clinics have become their medical home for routine eye care.
From routine care to detection of eye diseases or providing a child’s first pair
of eyeglasses, Sight Savers Americas’ rural eye clinics are providing eye care to
children in their local communities.

Children’s Eye Care Network Report 2013-2014
Alabama
21,928
21

Mississippi Georgia
4,663
713
2
4

Total
27,304
27

3,997

885

0

4,882

Total Children Referred 2013-2014

25,946

5,550

717

32,213

REPORTED OUTCOMES
Eyeglasses
Amblyopia
Other Treatments & Continuing Care
No Treatment Needed
SSA Facilitated/Parent Handled

10,367
2,067
365
1,892
8,947

2,019
564
27
347
2,186

160
0
3
66
486

12,546
2,631
395
2,305
11,619

Eye Care Follow-Up Completed
Eye Care Follow-up In Progress Results Pending
Child Moved/Withdrawn/Unreachable

Kaitlyn’s Story
Kaitlyn is one of many children who
benefit from Sight Savers America
bringing vision care to underserved
areas of Alabama. Kaitlyn was
identified through a daycare vision
screening. She initially received
an eye exam in April 2013 at our
rural eye clinic hosted by the
Perry County Health Department.
Her attendance was an example
of Sight Savers America’s
efforts of education and persistent case management.
Kaitlyn attended with an Aunt
and Cousin who has been seen
at the Sight Savers America eye
clinic for several years.
Kaitlyn was diagnosed with optic
nerve retinal coloboma, anisometropia, and amblyopia – three separate
conditions. Optic Nerve Coloboma is a
defect in the optic nerve that develops prior
to birth. With anisometropia the eyes focus
light unequally, resulting in each eye seeing the
same image differently. It can cause amblyopia, which exists almost exclusively in children.
Amblyopia is so prevalent that it is responsible
for more vision loss in children than all other

causes combined. If not addressed promptly, it
can cause permanent vision loss. Kaitlyn is at an
age when treatment has the greatest effectiveness. At the clinic she received glasses and was
prescribed an eye patching regimen of four hours
per day.
Kaitlyn’s mother was so appreciative of the care
her daughter received at our eye clinic that they
returned one year later in April of 2014 to our
clinic in Perry County. This time Kaitlyn was seen
by Dr. Metz, a Pediatric Ophthalmologist. She
received the same diagnoses and treatment as
before: eyeglasses and a patching schedule of
two to four hours per day, with the recommendation for a six month follow up. Kaitlyn’s mother
now has the assistance of Dr. Metz to provide the
follow up specialty care needed to ensure that her
child sees the best that she can.
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Current
States
New
states
with
waiting
list
pending
funding

I Can See Now
Sight Savers America’s I Can See Now low
vision program focuses on helping children
who have a disabling loss of vision. Since
our inception, over 1,100 children have
been referred to our low vision program.
We have provided high-tech vision aids,
including Electronic Video Magnifiers
(EVMs) and other assistive devices, in the
homes of over 600 children in ten states
(AL, AR, CA, FL, GA, IL, LA, MS, TN, and TX)
at no cost to their families. Our ultimate
goal is to provide services to children with
low vision in all 50 states.
Our staff identifies eligible children and
coordinates a comprehensive low vision
evaluation. We provide equipment and
training at the Sights Savers America low
vision clinic or in their home. When visionimpaired children receive EVMs, which can
enlarge images up to 79X, they have the
tools necessary to maximize their ability to
succeed in school and perform daily functions like their fully-sighted peers. Many
have never before seen the level of detail
provided by an EVM, and may see their
mother’s face or text on a page for the first
time at a low vision clinic.
Sight Savers America then contacts each
child every six months, until the age of 19,
to evaluate their progress, gather feedback
about the impact made by vision assistive
technology, and maintain and repair the
equipment as needed. Academic improvements are measured whenever appropriate. The impact of this technology on
these children is not only immediate and
life-changing, but is also a long-term investment in a child’s future.
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Clinics
San Antonio, TX 11/15/2013
Atlanta, GA 5/7/2014
Shreveport, LA 7/17/2014
Birmingham, AL 8/18/2014
Birmingham Barons/VisionFirst Eye
Center 8/28/2014

114

NEW CHILDREN
IDENTIFIED/REFERRED

19

EVMS REPAIRED
OR REPLACED

702

CASE MANAGED
FOLLOW UP
CALLS PROVIDED

64

CHILDREN
RECEIVED
OTHER VISION
AIDS

63

LOW VISION
EVALUATIONS
COORDINATED

67

EVMS PROVIDED

Andrew’s Story
When Andrew was just a year old, he had infantile
spasms which damaged his occipital lobe area and
caused his optic nerve to under-develop. He was
diagnosed with optic nerve hypoplasia with exotropia
and a seizure disorder. Andrew’s eyes are simply unable
to process what he sees as a result. When Andrew was
referred to Sight Savers America, he was 7 years old and
a year behind in school because his eyesight restricted
him from learning at the same rate as his peers.
Since receiving an Optelec MultiView Electronic Video
Magnifier (EVM) for his home at our I Can See Now
Clinic in Oxford, MS, Andrew is now on the A-B honor
roll in the 4th grade and reading on a 5th grade level!
Andrew’s mom reports that he uses his EVM everyday
to help with his homework, especially his reading and
math. His mom told Sight Savers America that his
school success and gained independence would not
have been possible without his EVM.

Jaylin’s Story
Jaylin has neurofibromatosis with optic gliomas and central scotomas in each eye. She is very light sensitive,
has no fine depth perception and her visual acuity is 20/200. She finished her chemotherapy in January 2014 and
began radiation in May of 2014. She has had two surgeries and additional surgeries cannot be considered at this
time due to high risk of further vision loss.
Thanks to the generous donation from VisionFirst Eye Center, Sight Savers America was able to provide Jaylin
with a brand new Optelec Multiview EVM at our Barons/VisionFirst Eye Center Event on August 28, 2014. The
EVM enables Jaylin to magnify anywhere she points the camera up to 79 times.
Jaylin and her whole family were very excited about her EVM. She also enjoyed writing with her EVM, catching
on quickly and writing fast. Jaylin was a part of the check presentation to Sight Savers America on the top of the
dugout at the Barons game.
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Vision Check
Sight Savers America provides schoolbased vision screenings through our Vision
Check program. Using a state-of-the-art
optometric device, children are vision
screened in a non-invasive, time eﬃcient
manner. Our Plusoptix auto refractor
captures refraction data in less than
one second, ensuring students miss a
minimal amount of classroom instruction
time. This screening method is neither
biased by interpretation of the person
performing the screening, nor biased by
poor cooperation or developmental level
of the child.
Vision Check staff immediately analyze
each child’s screening data and provide
detailed screening reports to the school
nurse and the child’s parents. The
Plusoptix provides full refraction data
and screens for vision problems including
anisocoria, anisometropia, astigmatism,
corneal reflex abnormalities, myopia, and
hyperopia.
Outcomes demonstrate approximately
25% of all children vision-screened through
the Vision Check Program need a comprehensive, dilated eye exam. These children
are referred to Sight Savers America for
comprehensive, case-managed eye care
services within one day.

Screenings
Vision Check provides screenings through a variety of schools and programs, including:
o
o
o
o
o

Alabama Black Belt 6th grade program
Mississippi Lower Pearl River Valley program
Walker County AL program
KidCheck Plus program
Private Schools

2,513

75

SCREENING EVENTS

CHILDREN REFERRED FOR
COMPREHENSIVE EYE CARE
FOLLOW-UP

10,193

CHILDREN VISION SCREENED
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Jaden’s Story
Jaden received a vision screening from the Sight Savers America Vision Check program during the
2013-2014 school year. Jaden failed the vision screening and her mother, Mississippi School Nurse
Rachel Rhodes, received a phone call from Sight Savers America informing her that Jaden was in need
of a comprehensive eye exam. Nurse Rhodes says “At the time of the Vision Check screening, we were
covered under private insurance so when Sight Savers America called to inform me of her results, I let
them know I would take her to a doctor. Before we could get to the doctor my husband changed jobs
and we lost insurance. Soon after, Jaden began to complain of frequent headaches and blurry eyes
when looking at the computer screen. I called Sight Savers America back and explained the situation.
They were able to arrange for a free comprehensive eye exam, and Jaden even got to pick out whichever glasses she liked best! We ordered them that day and received them 1 week later. Best part of it
all, was we never had to pay a dime and Sight Savers America took care of all the hard parts. We were
truly blessed and thankful for the free vision screening provided through the Sight Savers America Vision Check program! I am so appreciative of everything they’ve done for Jaden and all the students in
our schools!”
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KidCheck Plus
Sight Savers America provides Alabama’s only
head-to-toe school-based health screening
through our KidCheck Plus program. By identifying undiagnosed and unmet medical concerns for
preschool-12th grade students in underserved
areas and coordinating necessary care, we are
improving each child’s wellbeing. The most common critical health issues identified are related to
vision, dental, and BMI.
Children who are healthy perform better in school
and other areas of life. By improving access to
important health screenings and follow-up, we can
in the long run decrease absenteeism, decrease
drop-out rates, increase student performance
in the classroom, and increase graduation rates
leading to more productive citizens and a more
productive future workforce. Underserved school
systems in rural and urban Alabama continue to
reach out to our health screening program because of the unmet health needs in their schools.
For many school children, KidCheck Plus is the only
head to toe assessment they receive in a given
year. Our health screening options include:
o Height & Weight with BMI
o Vision
o Dental
o Vital Signs
o Chest & Abdomen Examination
o Eyes, Ears, Nose, & Throat Examination
o Scoliosis
o Skin & Musculoskeletal Examination
o Hearing
o Cholesterol
o Glucose

Partnerships
Our successful community partnerships with over 20 two and four-year
Alabama nursing schools along with the UAB School of Medicine, School of
Dentistry, School of Optometry, and Physician Assistants Program allow us
to impact the health of children across the state of Alabama. 2,600 college
nursing students volunteer each year, logging almost 20,000 volunteer hours
for the program. This one of a kind service learning experience provides our
future health care workforce with hands-on clinical experience and a better
understanding of the many barriers to local health care, creating a win-win for
Alabama’s school children and our future healthcare workforce.

21,644

CHILDREN SCREENED

EVENTS

87

SCHOOLS

19

COUNTIES
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95

2,583

PARTICIPATING NURSING
STUDENTS

John Keith’s Story
When John Keith, a student at Thomasville Elementary
School, participated in the Sight Savers America
KidCheck Plus health screening in 2nd grade, his life was
changed. John Keith’s blood pressure screening revealed
an elevated reading of 182/102. His school nurse
immediately called his mom, Sandi West, who was able to
take him to the doctor that day.
Though John Keith had not complained of feeling bad, his
blood pressure was elevated enough for his pediatrician
to express concern that if it had not been detected the results could have been catastrophic. High blood pressure,
formally known as hypertension, puts a patient at risk
for stroke, heart attack, kidney failure, and loss of vision.
John Keith’s pediatrician told Mrs. West there was no way
to be sure how long his blood pressure had been elevated
and the damage caused could have been significant if it
had not been identified. Since high blood pressure in children usually does not cause symptoms, Our health screenings play a vital role in detecting pediatric hypertension.
John Keith is now a 4th grader at Thomasville Elementary
School. He plays soccer through the City of Thomasville
Recreation Department and is actively involved with the
children’s program at his church. He controls his blood
pressure by taking a daily medication, and he sees a
cardiologist once a year for monitoring. Mrs. West is
very thankful for Sight Savers America’s KidCheck Plus
program and encourages everyone to take advantage of
the service our health screenings offer. She says, “We
would have never thought John Keith would have high
blood pressure at age eight, but thanks to KidCheck Plus it
was discovered.”
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SUPPORTERS
2 B Solutions
Abraham J. & Phyllis Katz Foundation
Alabama Power Foundation
Allied World Assurance Company
Altom, Kent E. & Charla
American Tube Manufacturing, Inc.
America’s First Federal Credit Union
Anniston Community Education
Foundation
Ashford, Leon Esq
Autuga Area Community Foundation
Ball, Jr., Charles E.
Barlow, Joel and Kara
Belanger, Chad M.
Blackshear, Chris
Briggs, Glyn and Vicki
Buffalo Rock Company
Burrus, William
Callahan Eye Foundation Hospital
Caring Foundation of BCBS/AL
Carolyn W. & Charles T. Beaird Family
Foundation
CEMEX Materials, LLC
Community Foundation of Greater
Birmingham
Community Foundation of North
Louisiana
Community Foundation of Northeast
Alabama
Corey, Kathryn
Crippled Children’s Foundation
Daniel Foundation of Alabama
Davis, Jr., Hartwell
DentaQuest Foundation
Drake Eye Center, Inc.
Drennen III, Felix M.
Elmore Area Community Foundation
Emerald Coast Vision Aids
Employees Community Fund of
Boeing Alabama
Energen Foundation
EyeSight Foundation of Alabama
Fidelity Charitable
Field, Robert Colden
Flaherty-Goldsmith, Linda
Fleming, Joseph B.
Ford, Frances RN
Girkin, Dr. Christopher MD
Golden Acres Baptist Church
Gordy Eye Care
Gorrie, M. James & Alison
Greehey Family Foundation
Greene, Elizabeth
Haag, Faye K.
Haddox, Doris L. In memory of Robert
A. Haddox
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Haddox, Jeff
Handley, Stancil OD, PC
Hatcher, Faye H.
Hayes, Dr. Sarah
Hayes, Erika Smith
Head, Jerry H.
Henry G. Sims & Henry U. Sims
Memorial Fund
Highland Associates
Hill Crest Foundation
Honda Manufacturing of Alabama
Hopper, Donna & Mark
Hulsey, William C.
Hungerford, Kimberly
Impact Alabama
Institute For Total Eye Care, P.C.
Isabell, Hobert and Emma
Izer, James MD
J.L. Bedsole Foundation
Jemison Investment Co., Inc.
Jenn-Clean, Inc.
Johnston, Joel Marie Wells
Jones, Steven T
Joseph S. Bruno Charitable
Foundation
Junior League of Birmingham
Karing For Kids
Kruszewski, Katherine
LegacyTree Foundation
Lollar, Holly
Lovoy, Frances Jane
Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation
Lucas, A John
Macular Health, LLC
Marmon Highway Technologies LLC
Martin-May, Heather
Maynard Cooper & Gale PC Charitable
Foundation
McCalla Raymer, LLC
McKinney, Daniel L.
McManus, Chantal S.
McWane, C. Phillip
Merritt, Wendee and Martin
Million Dollar Roundtable Foundation
Monday Morning Quarterback Club
Moody National Realty Company, LP
Motion Industries, Inc.
Multiplex Corporation
Nichols, Jr., Bruce H.
Nix, Pamela
O.M. Hughes Insurance, Inc.
Perry & Ruby Stevens Charitable
Foundation
PlanTech
PLUS Foundation
PlusoptiX USA, Inc.

Pritchett, Michael R.
ProAssurance Indemnity Company,
Inc.
Protective Life Foundation
Publix Super Markets Charities, Inc.
Radford, Sybil Graham
Raymer, Richard
Reese, Dexter
Regions Bank
Reid, Susan E.
Rime Capital Account, Inc.
Robert R. Meyer Foundation
Robinson, Larry and Connie
Roenigk, Ryan
Rotary Club of Poplarville
Royal Cup Coffee
Rutledge, Shell
Sanderson, Dr. James L.
Scott, Sue
Sellers, Richardson, Holman & West,
LLP
Service, Bill & Jan
Shelby County Community Health
Foundation
Smiles For Life Foundation
Snow, Marsha Swanson
Starnes Davis Florie LLP
Starnes, Mr. & Mrs. W. Stancil
State Farm Insurance, Kenneth Taylor
Agency
STC Network Services, Inc.
Stein, Kerry
Summerville Baptist Church
Swatek, Azbell, Howe & Ross
Taylor, Edwina
Thompson Foundation
Toler, Rhonda
Trussville Vision Care
UAB Faculty and Staff Benevolent
Fund
UAB Ophthalmology Services
Verizon Foundation
VisionFirst Eye Center
Vulcan Materials Company
Walker Area Community Foundation
Wal-Mart Vision Center
Wells Fargo Foundation
Williams, Jennifer
Wiregrass Foundation
Zobel, Fran

SENIOR STAFF

Jeff Haddox
President & CEO/Founder

877-942-2627 ext 201
jhaddox@sightsaversamerica.org

William Burrus
Chairman, Board Of Trustees

Chad Nichols
COO & VP KidCheck Plus

877-942-2627 ext 256
cnichols@sightsaversamerica.org

Margie Haddox
VP I Can See Now

877-942-2627 ext 202
margie@sightsaversamerica.org

Nicole Williams
Director Of Development

877-942-2627 ext 258
nwilliams@sightsaversamerica.org

Gwen Camacho-Hughes
VP Children’s Eye Care Network
877-942-2627 ext 212
gwen@sightsaversamerica.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
William Burrus, Chairman
McGriff Burrus Alliance

Kerry Stein
KGS Steel

Stancil Handley, O.D., P.C., Secretary
Mayor, City of Columbiana

Leon Ashford, Esq.
Hare, Wynn, Newell & Newton, LLP

Dexter Reese, Treasurer
retired

Frances Ford, RN
Perry County Health Care Coordinator

James D. Izer, M.D.
Institute for Total Eye Care

Holly Lollar
The Lollar Group
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