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Despite COVID-19, Sight Savers America Continues to Provide  

Life-Changing Vision Aids for Children with Severe Visual Impairment 
 

Sight Savers America (SSA), a nonprofit organization, has found innovative ways to continue helping children with 
severe low vision during the COVID-19 pandemic. SSA provides high-tech vision aids, including Electronic Video 
Magnifiers (EVMs), to children with severe visual impairment that cannot be corrected with eyeglasses, contact 
lenses, medical or surgical treatment. 

An EVM is life-changing, allowing each child with severe visual impairment to make the most of his or her remaining 
vision. SSA provides these devices for the homes of children with the medical and financial need for them. As COVID-
19 emerged this year and schools moved to virtual instruction, it became even more essential for children with severe 
visual impairment to have these life-changing vision aids in their homes to help them read, write, and complete 
school assignments every day from their homes. 

Prior to the pandemic, SSA staff members conducted in-person sessions at a clinic or a family’s home in order to 
provide high-tech vision aids to each child and to train the children and their parents on the use of the devices. Once 
SSA was unable to conduct in-home deliveries, trainings and face-to-face low vision clinics due to COVID 19, SSA 
began to ship the vision aids directly to children’s homes and they developed a virtual training program for each child 
and their parent/guardian using Zoom. SSA plans to continue the low vision program with virtual trainings until it is 
100% safe to return to normal practices.  

An Electronic Video Magnifier dramatically enhances contrast, magnifies objects up to 118 times and opens up a new 
world of opportunity for children with severe visual impairment. EVMs are more expensive than the average family 
can afford and are not covered by any type of medical insurance. After donating the devices to each child, SSA 
provides a comprehensive follow-up program, contacting families twice a year with a commitment to repair or 
replace the equipment until the child turns 19. 

Sight Savers America is a nonprofit organization that serves children in 15 states. Through the generosity of 
individuals, corporations, foundations, and Vispero, Sight Savers America is able to provide Electronic Video 
Magnifiers and other vision aids to children with the medical and financial need for the devices. 

For more information on Sight Savers America, visit www.sightsaversamerica.org, or call/text (205) 862-8400. 
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